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wiſe like an Error in the firſt Concoction, che Exils that 


Natural, are more eaſily prevented than curd, 1.chonght"ic 


offer to their ſerious Conſiderätions, ſuch Rules fort dige 
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Enfuing PARLLA MENT. 
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Lecting Members to Serve their Country in Parlia- 
ment, being an Affair of ſuch Grand importance to 
the Welfare of the Kingdom in General; and of: e- 

very individual Perſon inhibiting in it: All the Care, Cau- 
tion, Deliberation and Circumſpection imaginable, ought 
to be employ'd in ſo weighty a Concernment; For other- 


attend an undue or faulty Election, are never to be reme- 
died during the Seſſion of that Parliament, which an Un- 


E and conſequently an Unworthy Perſon is Choſen. 
or: Therefore as Diſcaſes either in the Body Politick, or 


* 


would be a neceſſary piece of Service to my Coptry,; 
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tothe N Inſulss and Encroachments of the worſt 


Noble Aſſembly in a National Repreſentative, under ſe 


e as may ie 


1 under che Wife Councils of N Thoughtful 
and Itreproachable Legiſlatots Such as entirely relolve. to 
maintain rhe Honoue and Safety of the Engliſß Tatereſt, in 


Oppoſition to all choſe Degenerare, Self Intereſted Perſons 
that endeavout the contrary: Who, if they can but feather 


their gνn Neaſts by complying with Foreign or Domeſtick 


Seditions, care not if they leave the whole Kingdom naked, 


: Who never think themſelveꝶ well dut whe 
g. lan ſorus Notorious . 


7 Citizens," Teomen, Bu 


Now 


Frorbok 
. ders; to Regulate your ſelves in. this Matter ale to your 
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Characters, your true Inteteſts, and the Truſt that our hap. 


py Conſtitutions has repoſed in you; It will firſt be neceſſa- 


ry to give a true Notion of the Deſign of Parliaments in 


their Original Inſtitution, that they may neither be over nor 
underyalu d by any undermining Pretences whatſogyer. This 


Name ot other, is as Ancient as the firſt Plantation of 
Ifland, and Was primarily deſignd: | SATO 097 7 


, For a Support to the Legal Prerogative. Aab ed to 
the 155 7 and Crown of England; that it might not be Di- 
miniſh d or Extended to = Prejudice of the Monarchy, or 


the Juſt Rights and Priviledges of the Subjects of England, 


_ whiſeInrereſts are or ought to be bound up in the lame 
Voluma: And alfo to be a happy Poize and Balance, be. 


rween the two Extreams of an Ablolure Monarchy, and. 


a Popular Anarchy. 1 


25 eh Faris Chebk 10 the TW and Tapes 


94 Pfotbetlings 2 Halibh Bots lent, Avaxitious Miniſters, 


; Ambiol tes Who otherwiſe would Govern by 
| ® e 0 eir o Millnform che King, and 
| he Wat their Pleaſures, Third. 


Oh preſs all below 


n VT at A as Ls * ü 
* <A g N 1 f 
\ ” 
: Z 


Thirdly, For giving their beſt and wholſomeſt Advices to 

His Majeſty, in all Matters of Publick Concernment, as they 

relate to a Parliamentary Cognizance, without 1nterferring 
in ſuch things as do not; | 

Fourthly, For making Neceſſary Laws for the Preſerva- 
tion and Improvement of our Conſtitution, to the Advan- 
tage of our Common Intereſt ; and Repealing ſuch, as by 

Time or the Alteration of Affairs are grown Obſolete; of 
no Uſe, or Burthenſom and Vexatious to the Subject. 

Fifthly, For giving the King neceſſary Supplies of Money, 
to defray the Expences of the Government, or for carrying 
on a Neceſſary War againſt Foreign or Domeſtick, Ene- 
mies, and to keep the Nation in ſuch a Poſture of Defence, 
that we may not be Surpriſed and Ruin'd for want of 
Power to make Reſiſtance. 

Sixthly, For examining and adjuſting the Publick Re- 
ceipts and Disburſments ; that no Frauds may be commit- 
ted by Thoſe or their Agents, that are intruſted with the 
Nations Stock ; but that every Sum may be apply'd to its 
right Uſe, and run in the ſame Channel to which it was ap- 

_ propriated by the King and Parliament. 
And /aftly, To make all the Security imaginable, for the 
Preſervation of His Majeſty's, Safety, Honour, Royal Dig- 
nity, and Authority; and the SubjeQ's Eaſe, Liberty and 
Property. L 
This being the Nature and true Deſign of a Parliament, 
it naturally indicates the Great Care and Caution that 
ſhould be employ'd in the Choice of your Repreſentatives ; 
ſince all our Calamities in former Reigns, ſome of which 
are ſtill hovering over our Heads, have been inflicted upon 
us by Parliaments. Not to mention the War in the Reign 
of Charles the Firft, with all the diſmal Conſequences, that 
enſlay'd the Nation to the Mercileſs Tyrranny of our = . 
B ow 


at 
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| TT 
low Subjects. It was the Houſe of Commons in the Reign 
of Charles the Second, to whom the Formidable Greatneſs. 
of France is owing, and to their Account may be plac'd the 
prodigious Expences of the late War; ſince by their Remiſ- 
neſs, that Nation was put into a Capacity to War with al- 
moſt all Europe Confederated againſt them. It was by thoſe 
Members of Parliament that Money. was given to make a 
Colluſive War with France, which in the mean time was 
employ d in Cruſhing Subjects at home, or Oppreſſing our 
Proteſtant Neighbours abroad. To them may be alcrib'd 
the Growth of Popery, the Decay of Trade, the Reſurre- 
Qtion of Arbitrary Power, the Progreſs of all ſorts of De- 
baucheries, and in a manner, the utter Extirpation of Vir 
tue and Moral Honeſty. 

Theſe, and all the other Miſchiefs of that Reign, are juſtly 
chargeable to the Account of that Penſionary Parliament, who 
either were the immediate Authors or the undoubted Cauſes 
af them; who, tho they ſat long and often, and could not 
be ignorant of the deplorable Condition of the Kingdom; 
yet having their Eyes blinded with the Duſt of French a 
Exgliſh Gold, and their Tongues lock'd up with Silver 
Keys, they durſt not cry out for the Reſcue of their Coun- 
try, thus „ e in their very preſence, and 
ready to be Enſlav' d, under the Yoke of an Aſpiring King 
in our own Neighbourhood : And tho we cannot charge 
King 7ames's open Violation of Laws upon any Parliament 
fitting in His Reign; yet tis manifeſt He reapt all His Ad- 
yantages from the Conduct of the Parliament in His Bro- 
ther 's Reign, and therefore us d all poſtible Endeavour, to 
procure ſuch another for Himſelf, as the moſt effectual means 
to carry on his Deſtructive Projects; tho either from the 
unſhaken Conſtancy of the People, or want of Dexterity 
in His, Miniſters, he was wholly. diſappointed in his Ex- 
pectation. Nowy. 


Now that we may not again run the Riſque of ſplitting 
upon the ſame Rock, it immediately Concerns you that are 
the Electors of Members to fit in Parliament, to lay aſide all 
private Reſpedts and Intereſts, and to diſcharge this Truſt 
with all the Juſtice, Candor, and Integrity imaginable: In 
which you cannot want Opportunity 3 For no man ſtands a 
Candidate for that Honour, but has all his Faults from his 
Cra il: written in his Forehead, or throw into his Diſh, at 
ſuch a time, tho' they were conceal'd from all the World 
before: Then his /te/igion, his Party, his Company, bis Con- 
verſation, his manner of Life both at home and abroad, in 
City or Country ; His Eſtate, his Debts, and his Underſtand- 
ing, (which is commonly the laſt thing enquir'd into) are 
all expos d to publick Cenſure; while his Friends are magnify- 
ing the Excellent Quality of his being a Good Houle Keeper, 
and Feaſting all his Tenants and Neighbours at Chriſtmas . 
with good Proviſion, Humming Liquor, and a Noiſe of 
Fidlers. | : 

'Tis a Jeſt to ſay every Man's Character is not known 
quite through the Country where he lives, eſpecially upon 
every ſuch Occaſion : And therefore the Choice of a Man, 
Unkt for the Honour of being a Member of that Venerable 
Aſſembly, does immediately reflect upon the Underſtandings 
or Integrity of the Electors. | 

What mean and contemptible Apprehenſions have Strang- 
ers of ſome Boroughs and other Places in gland, when 
hey take their Mealures of the Inhabitants, from the Qualif.- 
cations of the Members they ſend to Parliament, which always 
gives them the Credit of a Good Choice, or the Scandal of a 
Bad one. The Creators in ſpite of Fate or Apology, will be 
thought like the Creatures that Repreſent chem, to the Cre- 
dit or Diſparagement of their Underſtandiqgs or cheir No- 

rals Choice ſignifies Approbation, and Grafts the me Cha- 


racters 


pon the Electors, as is merited by the Perſons they 9 


ra gers u 
Elect. 
Therefore Gentlemen for your own Credit ſake, Remem- 
ber what you are about, when you are to chuſe Members 
of Parliament: It is a National Truſt. The Welfare of the 
whole Kingdom depends upon it, and he is unworthy of 
the Name of an Exgliſoman, that for a ſmal] Reward, a 
Meals Meat, a Debauch, or to procure the Favour of ſome 
Great Man, will ſell his Vote, and it may be his Country 
at ſo Cheap a Rate; for if the Great Man that governs your 
Mouth at an Election, be a Good Man, he will think the 
better of you, for Voting according to your Conſciences, 
and if he be an IM Man, tis not worth the while to diſob- 
lige your Country and Conſciences to humour him, in the 
Choice of perſons that are too like himſelf to be fit to ſend to 
Weſtminſter. 

Poſlibly ſome of you are Tenants, or ſome way or other 
Dependants upon a Perſon of Quality, and you dare not diſ- 
pleaſe him in Voting: Then tis pity but that Privi- 
ledge ſhould be taken from you, that dare be unjuſt, and 
what in you lies betray your Country to pleaſe any Mortal 
for next to a Man's Salvation, the Welfare of his Count 
- ought to ſupercede all other Obligations, and be Deareſt in 
his Eſteem ; and therefore you cannot on this ſolemn Oceaſi- 
on, diſcharge your Duty to it; but by giving your Votes 
for Men ; Firſt, 

Truly fearing God, for they will neither do, nor conſent 
to any thing that is unjuſt in its own Nature, or which by 
direct conſequence is Prejudicial to the Rights, and Privi- 
ledges of the meaneſt Subject. Where Religion and Ver- 
tue Governs the Heart and Guides the Concience, that Man 
cannot be Corrupted or Byaſs d by any Pretences, to Act a- 
gainſt the true Intereſt of his Country, or contrary to the 


great 


7 © 
great End for which he was Elected. I will not ſhew my 
{elf ſo much a Man of any Party, as to ſay among the va- 
rious ſorts of Proteſtants, what Religion a Member of Par- 
liament ſhould profeſs ; they have told us that themſelves, 
by entituling one above the reſt, to be call'd the National 
Religion: tho' this I will be ſo bold to ſay, he ought to be. 
of ſome Religion, and Eminent and Sincere in it too, that 
is inveſted with the Authority of giving Laws to the whole 
Kingdom. He that is of no Religion ſtands like a Wea- 
ther Cock, ready to be turned to any prevailing Party. He 
that is a Latitudinarian and of every Religion that does not 
interfere with his Secular Intereſt; is truly of none at all, 
and neither of theſe by any Sober Men will be thought wor- 
thy of that Great Truſt to be the Nations Legiſlators ; ſince 
tis ſorrowfully obſerv'd by all Good Men, that tis the Con- 
tempt, Decay and Want of Religion that has infatuated our 
Prudence, ſtagger'd our Conſtancy, Sullied our Reputation, 
and introduc'd almoſt a Total Defection from all true Zzg/:ſþ 
Virtue; for Religion (as a Great Man has obſerv'd) has ſuch 
a Superiority above other things, and that indiſpenſible Ob- 
ligation upon all Mankind, that tis as neceſſary to our Live- 
ing Happy in this World, as it is to our being Sav'd in the 
next. All things ſucceed where it Governs, nothing pro- 
ſpers where it is {lighted and neglected; and therefore ought 
to be the firſt Conſideration in giving your Votes. | 

Secondly, Your Repreſentatives in Parliament ſhould be of 
known, approv'd and fteady Loyalty to the beſt of Kings, 
who not to mention his Nearneſs in Blood, is ſupported by 
the beſt of Titles, via. The General Conſent and Election of 
the People. Unity and Concord are the Eſſential Cements 
of Government, and make the whole ſo entirely of the ſame 


Piece, that all our Enemies can never make a Fraction in it; 


but if you ſend up thoſe to Parliament, that only ſtudy to 
= divide 
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divide us, and procure themſelves to be Elected that they 
may ſay that within Doors, that an honeſt Man dares not 
think without; that contend for Popular Omnipotency to 
leſſen the Royal Authority, and take away the power of Re- 
warding and puniſhing, to gratify a few Male-contented 
and cloſe. fiſted Miſers; they may diſtinguiſh themſelves by 
a reſtleſs Courle of finding Faults where none appear, but 
never will or can do their King and Country Service, We 
want Men at this JunQture of pacifick Tempers, that will 
cloſe up all our Breaches and Differences at home, that they 
may be at leiſure to fore ſee and prevent the Troubles that 
are preparing to be given us from abroad ; and not ſuch 
who, hke the Frog and the Mouſe in the Fable, that were 
contending for the Sovereignty -of the Fens, Quarrel with 
ſome other Party, till they come to be devour'd by the Rite; 
For this is every days Experience, where Hot and Unwary 
Men begin a Squabble, there commonly lies a Crafty Knave 
at Lurch to reap the Benefit of it. Thirdly, 

Thoſe Perſons you chuſe to be the Conſervators of our 
Laws, and the Guardians of our Liberties, ſhould be Men 
that unfeignedly love, and reſolve to Defend the true Intereſt 
of their Country, againſt all that attempt to Rob them of 
the Riglits and Priviledges of Engliſh Free Born Subjects: 
Which words (by the Way) if truly and jointly interpreted, 
would put an = to all Illegal Competitions, and unwarragt- 
able Compariſons; Being Born Free puts an end to all preten- 
ces of an Arbitrary Power in the Monarch ; and being Born 
Subjects, keeps us in our own Sphere as SubjeAs, without 
Aſpiring to a Popular Soveraignty. Every Man is ſafe while 
he moves in his own proper Orb, but Phaæton's Fate at · 
tends all-that are Excentrick. I -ſay your Repreſentatives 
{hould be ſuch as love their Country, and have no other end 
in being choſen Members of Parliament but to ſerve it faith- 


fully; 
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fully; not ſuch as make it a ſtep to their own Preferment 
and to fill their own Pockets with the Wages of Unrighte- 
ouſneſs. Doing Good is its own Reward, and he that pro- 
poſes any other in procuring himſelf to be Elected a Re- 
preſentative in Parliament, is Unworthy of the Honour of 
ſiting in that Aſſembly: Let him recruite his Eſtate by 
contracting his Expences, and not by Robbing and Impo- 
veri{hing the Nation. | 

Bribery in this kind is Arraigned in every Pamphlet, and 
City and Country fill'd with Loud Complaints againſt the 
Court for giving great Sums to Members of Parliament, nay 
{ume of that Honourable Houſe themſelves have reckon'd 
this Crime in the Number of their Grievances, and have not 
been ſparing in bitter Reflections upon the Court for doing 
it; but in Submiſſion to better Judgments, I think they 
miſplace their Quarrel ; for if it be true, I preſume they 
know the Perſons that receiv'd thoſe Bribes, and then the 
Remedy would be eaſy ; for puniſhing the Receivers would 
{oon put a Stop to the Givers, and ſo ſtigmatize the Guilty 
Members in the places they Serve for, that there would be 
no fear of their ever enjoying the Benefit of a new Election; 
but at laſt, if this infamous Report ſhould not be true, or 
the Proof ſhould not be asapparent as the Reproach is pub- 
lick, no {mall Matter would be able to make Satisfaction for 
the Scandal. 

Fourthly, The Perſons you Elect, if you intend to diſ- 
charge your Duty Honeſtly, ought to be Men of Competent 
Years and ſound Underſtandings, well read in the Hiſtory of 
their own, and the Governments, Cuſtoms and Manners of 
Foreign Nations. In England we call a Man at Age when 
he has arrivd to One and twenty; but in moſt other 
places of the World not till Five and twenty, and I can ſee 
no reaſon why before that Age at leaſt, a Youngfter —_ 
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be capable of being Elected to Parliament; For, tho' per 
haps it is inconvenient enough that a Man ſhould be ſo ſoon 
let loſe to deſtroy his own Eſtate ; its worſe that he ſhould 
have a power of giving away other Men's. The main 
reaſon of firſt ſending theſe Minors to Parliament, was to in- 
ſtruct them in the Knowledge of being Serviceable to their 
Country, and it might do well enough in former Ages, when 
the Parliament had little elle to do when they met, but 
to Attaint a Criminal, preſent a Roll of Grievances, and 
leave them to be Redreſs'd if the King thought it conve- 
nient; to Confirm Magus Charta and the Friviledges of Holy 
Church, Raiſe Money, Settle the Succeſſion of the Crown as 
directed by the King, and then return again into the Coun- 
try, till more Money was wanted at Court ; but now Parlia- 
ments are grown quite other things than they were in thoſe 
days: There are Reaſons and Maxims of State to be De- 
bated ; The Conveniences and Inconveniences of every Bill 
to be Argued ; which require Learning, Knowledge, Expe- 
rience, and a Profound Sagacity in diſcuſſing before they 
are paſs'd, which formerly were ſent them generally from 
the Court ready Drawn, to be put into Acts, without Al- 
terations or Amendments, Now there are Evils to be fore- 
ſeen and prevented, Grievances to be Redreſs d, the Govern- 
ments to be Secured, Miſmanagements to be Examined and 
Puniſhed, Property to be Aſſerted, and Money to be Appro- 
priated as well as Raiſed ; with numberleſs things of great 
Weight and Conſequence, that caſually fall under Difpute, 
and require the Wiſeſt Heads in the Nation to Determine : 
_ Wholly unfit for Minors, that underſtand nothing but Plays, 
Pulvilio's, Dreſs and Garniture, and had rather the whole 

Kingdom was out of Order than one Curl of their Perukes. 
Nor does the Diſlike of theſe Slight, Airy, Fantaſtical 


Superfine Sparks, Recommend to your Choice, Dull, Fleg- 
- matick, 


(11) 


matick, Heavy Headed Animals, that have a Univeral Lethar- 
gy ſpread over their Underſtandings, tho they are of greater 
Age; for as a Brisk Coxcomb never fails to ſet up for a Wit, 
ſo a Blockhead is apt to pretend that his Heavineſs is a proof 
of his Judgment; when in truth, both their Upper Rooms 
are utterly unfurniſh'd, and want Capacities to entitl: them 
to be Legiſlators. It is an Aſtoniſhment to Mankind, to ſec 
the Confidence of ſome empty Skuls, that have ſcarce three 
Grains of Common Senſe above an Ideot, yet with great Aſ- 
ſurance aſpire to this Honour. And 'tis no leſs a Wonder, 
that the Majority of any Borough in Eugland, ſhould have 
ſo little Wit and leſs Honeſty as to chuſe them. 

Fifthly, Let the the Gentlemen you intruſt with a Com- 
miſſion to treat for you in Parliament, be Men of Integrity, 
Honeſty, and Upright dealing in the World, and not tainted 
with the Guilt of any Scandalous Enormity. A known ill 
Man is a Scandal to any Society, but intolerable in a Houſe 
of Commons. For a Man that is a common Oppreſſor of 
his Neighbours, to giye Rules for the execution of Juſtice ; 
for a Litigious Wretch that is continnally vexing the Country 
with Law Sutes, to be exalted into a Priviledge of not being 
Sued himſelf, and for a Man that Defrauds all he deals with, 
by running into Debt with a Reſolution never to. pay any 
Body, that either he can Wheedle or Frighten out of their 
Money or Goods : for him to talk of Liberty and Property 
at Weſtminſter, is a Scandal to the very Words, that ought 
not to be prophan'd by fo unjuſt a Man: For a habitual 
breaker of the Laws, and a violator of the common Rules 
of Equity, to be made One of our Law Makers, 1s as if the 
Benches in Weſtminfer- Hall ſhould be filld with Men out of 
Newgate» Thoſe who are of this Temper cannot change 
their Nature out of reſpect ito their Country; but on the 
contrary will leſs Scruple to do Wrong to a Nation, where 

no 
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no body takes it to himſelf, than to particular Men, to whole : 
Reſentments they are more immediately expos d: For a Man 
to be Choſen into Parliament for a Protection from paying 
juſt Debts, is altogether as Scandalous; as that a Tradeſman 
dares not ask his Money of him, for fear of being commit- 
red for Breach of Priviledge. Will you chuſe . ſuch Men as 
theſe, have a care, take heed what you do, for they lie un- 
der fuch ſtrong Objections, that the Over-balance of better 
Men, cannot altogether purify an Aſſembly where theſe ill 
Men are admitted. | . 

The only Remedy therefore that remains to cure this 
Grievance, is to Chuſe ſuch a Parliament as may lie under 
no ſuch Scandalous Characters; but ſuch as are Untainted in 
their Morals, and act by no other Motives in their Deſires to 
be Choſen but the Real and True Intereſt of His Majeſty and 
his Dominions; a Parliament that will fall immediately upon 
Publick Buſineſs, and be free from: thoſe petty Factions and 

perſonal Piques, which in ſome Seffions ſo ſhamefully ob- 
8 and delay d the moſt important Service of the King- 
om. 

In the Sixth place, it would be of very great uſe, for you 
Good Men that have the Power and Honour of Electing, to 
take a general Reſolution thro the Kingdom, that none 
ſnould be choſen for any County or Burrough, but ſüch as 
have either in Poſſeſſion or Reverſion a Conſiderable Eſtate, 
that they may lie under no Temptation to diſhoneſt Practi- 
ces; For as ſuch Men are by Vertue of a Generous Educa- 
tion, preſumed to be as well, if not better. qualified than 
others of meaner Fortune and Extraction; ſo certainly the 
Intereſt of the Kingdom is beſt plac d in tlie Hands of ſuch 
Gentlemen as have the Greateſt Shares in it; Men in Want 
and under Neceſſitous Circumſtances, give ſuch cauſe of 
Suſpicion when ever they deal, that certainly the 

Will. 
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will be upon their Guard, as ſoon as ſuch dangerous Pre- 
tenders: gle plication to them; for let their Converſa-· 
tions be ever fo plauſible and unſpotted, yet they who are 
to pitch upon. thoſe they are to truſt with all they have, may 
be excuſed, if they do not only conſider what they are, but 
what they may be, hen Opportunity offers to ſalve up the 
Breaches in their Credit, and Relieve. their Neceſſities. 
Wen a Man is Much in Debt, has Do. ſmall Eſtate, a 
Numerous Fatnily, more Children than. Tenants, or which 
is. worſe, an Incurable Extravagancy in his manner of Living, 
his Circumitanes have ſo prepar d him for Corruption; 
that he muſt. in this degenerate Age, be more than Man, 
and acted by a higher Principle than governs the Generality 
of Middle Mankind, that is able to withſtand the Tempta- 
tion of raiſing himſelf at the Charge of the Publick ; where 
he is ſafe from, the Clamours of any particular Man that he 
„„ TE | 7 : 
Poſhbly there may be ſome ſuch Men among us whoſe 
Vertue will Surmount and Triumph over their Neceſſities, 
and ſcorn to ſtoop to any baſe Practices, tho it were ro gain 
an Empire; for I will not deny but a Poor Man may be Ho- 
neſt, yet to expoſe the Publick to the Hazard of being de- 
ceiv'd, and leading Needy Men into Temptation, can never 
be accounted for by thoſe that are EleQors; for tho” they 
prove the firſt Rate of 'Eng/iſbrren,” it was more than they 
had ground to believe, or reaſon to depend upon, 
Laſtly, Let the Gentlemen you Chuſe be ſuch as under- 
ſtand the True Intereſt of Exgland, in relation to our Affairs 
at Home and Abroad: Not ſuch narrow Soul'd Animals, as 
Dream there needs no Acceſſion to be made to the Wealth 
or Grandeur of Exgland, but by what ariſes from the Pro- + 
duct of their Lands, and following the Plow Tail; but of 
ſuch Nobler and enlarged Capacities, as knowing our being 
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environ'd by the Sea, was not intended by God and Nature 


only to be gaz d at, but to be made uſe of to the Advantage 
of the whole Kingdom: Such as know that our Scituation 


in an Iſland, tells we muſt ſubſiſt by Trade and Merchandize, 


and therefore will make all imaginable Proviſion by good 
Laws to Support and Encourage it; being experimentally 
and conſcienciouſly ſenſible, that to ſuffer our Trade to De 
cay, or to be Encroach'd upon and Monopoliz'd by our more 
Prudent and Induſtrious Neighbours, is to puniard the Body 
Politick, to Wound every Limb, and let out the Heart Blood 
of the whole Kingdom. What is it but our Trade-that pro- 
vides for our younger Children; that upon all Exigencies of 
State ſupplies the Publick with ready Money, and makes us con- 
ſiderable through all parts of the Univerſe; who otherwiſe 
would be as contemptible, poor, Sneaking Creatures, as our 
Neighbouring Bog-Trotters, who are confin d to a Cow 
and a Pattato Garden, and exposd to all the Miſeries of 
Sloth and Idleneſs. Trade then being ſo advantageous to the 
Intereſt of Eng land, be ſure to. Chuſe ſuch a Parliament as 
will promote it, and not like others, who, when Bills have 
been brought into the Houle for that purpoſe, have adjourn d 


the Debate of them from day to day (to give place to 


ſome inconſiderable Piques ) and at length quite dropt them. 

Again, your Repreſentatives ſhould be ſuch, as under- 
ſtand the Intereſt of England in relation to Affairs abroad; 
ſuch well read and clear - ſighted Gentlemen as can diſcern 
Troubles at a diſtance, and as readily apply their Heads and 
Hands to prevent them, not ſuch as can ſee no farther than 
the end of their Noſes, and employ their Talents only in 
finding Faults at home, without vouchſafing to look or think 


what they are doing on the other fide the Water; from 


whom we muſt expect Troubles as often as they are Able to 
give us any. 


That 
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ze That Man muſt be reckon d as blind as a Mole, and as in- 


n ſenſible as the Stones he treads upon, that daes not ſee there 
& are Clouds hovering abroad 5 with Thunder, that muſt fall 
d ſomewhere, and that there are lo many Irons inNeighbouring 
ly Fires, as may chance to burn our Fingers, if not our Houſes, 
© if we are not provided of Materials to extinguiſh them. 
re Miſchiefs fore - ſeen are eaſily remedied; but Sparks tho | 
y rak'd up in the Embers of an honeſt pretence, may kindle > 
d into a Flame if neglected. Time was when England was 
4 the over-balancing Power of Chriſtendom, either by In he- 
of ritance or Conqueſt; and tho time has reduc'd us into our 
ly own Limits, yet we are ſo ſtil}, when tis thought fit to 
e throw in our Weight to turn the Scales to that ſide where 
1 we give our Friendſhip, and it concerns us to keep this 
* Power in our hands to defend our ſelves, and aſſiſt our Neigh- 
f bours under the ſame Circumſtances, left any Ambitious 
e Monarch, by new Acceſſions of Power, ſhould graſp the 
bs: whole, and either ruin or enſlave all Europe. #3 
e There is an aſpiring Prince that has long had an extraor- 
d dirnary paſſion for Flanders, and has employ d all imagina- 
0 dle Arts to gain her; but thinking it a hard Task while En- 
1. gland and Holland were relolv'd to defend her, he firſt kin- 
3 dles a War between them, and that neither might ride Ad- 
3 miral in the Narrow Seas, firſt takes part with Holland, and 
n | afterward with Exgland, till he had made himſelf Umpire 
id of the Peace. Ihen he ſet up a Title to Flanders in Right 
n of his Queen, and falls into it with Fire and Sword, which 
n being put to an end by the Peace of Aix la Chapelle, not 
L long after he began another War for the purchaſe of Flan- 
m ders; and Wheedling, to ſay no worſe, with the Court of 
0 England, keep us in a ſtupid Neutrality, and at length, 
being weary of that War himſelf, perſuades King Charles 
at to be Mediator of the Peace at Nimiguen, where! 
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Prince was ſuſpected of too much Partiality. Aſterward- 
| he broach'd his Pretenſions upon Aloſt, which if they had not 
1 been ſeconded by & powerful Army, were fit for nothing 

oF but to be laugh d at they were fo weak; however, he is fai 
to give over upon principles of Chriſtian Generofity ; tho' 
the true Reaſon was, that in one of King Charles's Memo- 
rials, he had the good Luck to put in the Word Parliament, 
and threatning his Brother of Fr— with that Word, it 
broke our own Chains, and oblig'd him to withdraw his: 
Troops ont of Flanders. : 

This Digreſſion, Gentlemen, for which I beg your pardc =; 
was only to ſhew you how apt that Monarch has been to In- 
trigue, and ſerve himſelf of all Advantages to Surprize and 
Moleſt his Neighbours ;. and that if he ſhould have any ſuch 
Thoughts in his Head now, upon the late Addition to the Gran- 
deur of his Family, what great Advantage it would be to the 
Security of Eugland, that we ſhould have ſuch a Parliament, 
as knowing the Arts: continud Deſigns and Malice of our 
Enemies, would agree among themſelves to Defeat them; 
in which they have all the Advantage they can deſire, in 
having their Councils Aſſiſted and — by the moſt 
Auſpicious Prince that ever yet fway'd the Engliſh Sceptre. 

Having thus ſhewn you what your Repreſentatives ought: 
to be, it remains that I acquaint you what they ought not 
to be; And firſt, he ought to be no Vicious or Debauch per- 
ſon; No prophane Swearer and Blaſphemer, for ſuch a 
Mouth as dares diſhonour God Almighty, wound his own 
Soul, and give a leud Example to others, is too foul and un- 
hallow'd to give our Laws to his Country. Men alſo who 
are unquiet in their Natures, and Litigious in their Practices, 
ought to give more than ordinary Proofs of their Integrity, 
before their Electing into a publick Truſt can be juſtify d. 


Great 


whole Seſſion: In Bed every day tell Twelve: At the Blew 
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Great Drinkers are very unfit to ſerve in Parliament, for 
their Ver tue as well as their Underſtandings, are apt to be 
drowned in the ſwelling Tubs: of their Bodies, and are ve- 
ry unready when they ſhould be Employ'd in the Publick 
Service. Wine in its proper Seaſon and Quantity enlivens 
the Mind, and makes it fit for Buſineſs of the greateſt Con- 
ſequence ; but to make a Habit of ſteeping ones Brains in 
Liquor, is an Argument the Man is a Sor, and if he ſhould 
_ the Misfortune to be choſen, ought to be expell'd the 

duſe, as too great a Beaſt to fit in ſuch an Honourable Aſ- 
ſembly. Without doubt this Vice was leſs frequent, when 
the Wiſe Solon made it one of his Laws, that it was law- 
ful to kill a Magiſtrate if he was found Drunk. Such a Li- 
berty ſays the Great Hallifax, taken in this Age, either in the 
Parliament or out of it, would do terrible Execution, which 


lies in your power, Gentlemen, to prevent, by chuſing Men of 


known Temperance and of Sober and Vertuous Converſa- 


tions. ä 


Non Attendance in former Parliaments, is a ſufficient Ar- 


gument againſt that Gentleman's being Choſen in another; 


if it be our of Lazineſs, let him be gratifyed by ſtaying at 


Home, for it is very hard a Man ſhould deſpiſe a Duty, 


which perhaps is the only ground of the Reſpeck that is 


paid him any where. A Petition was preferr'd againſt a 
Member of a late Parliament, who by Order of the Houſe 


was to attend in his place at a day appointed : A Friend in 
the Houle fearing his Abſence might tend to his Prejudice, . 
commands an Officer of the Houſe to give him notice of it, 
who after enquiry returns with a n off inventus; where- 
upon the Gentleman reprimanded the Meſſenger, ſaying he 


is the moſt eaſy to be found of any Man living, Fat cer- 


tain Hours in four ſeveral places every day, during the 


Poſts 
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Poſts till Four in the Afternoon; at the P/ay- Honſe till Eight 
at Night: At the Groom Porters or the Chocolat Houſe till 
Four next Morning, and then again to his Couch. Such 
Men can never take it ill, if after the firſt Experiment they 
are never put on a ſecond Tryal. 

Prodigals and Miſers are both in the ſame excluſive pre- 
dicament, as lying under the ſame Temptation, tho' for 
different Ends, the former that he may have enough to 

Spend, and the latter that he may have enough to Hoard, 
will at any time fall out with their Morals, when a Booty 
is to be gain'd by the Quarrel. 

But above all, forbear Chuſing ſuch Men as are inſeparabl 
link'd to a Party or Faction; for they will certainly oppoſe 
whatſoever is advanced by a contrary Clan, tho' it be never 
o reaſonable-or Beneficial to their Country. There will 
be a leaning in the beſt of Men to one fide, more than to 
another ; but ſays my former Author, when Men are drown- 
ed ina Party, plung'd in it beyond their. Depth, they run a 
great Hazard of being upon ill Terms with good Sence or 
Morality, if not with both of them: Such a Man can 
never bea free Agent, and for that Reaſon is very unfit to be 
truſted with the Peoples Liberty, after he has given up his 
own; for in Reality they are greater Slaves, than any body 
elſe would care to make them: They are ſo confin'd and 
encompaſs d with a Party, that they can never be enlarg'd 
nor releaſed, without a Reſolution to bear all the Calum- 
nies, and ſuffer under all the Revenges that an angry De · 
ſerted Party can load them with. 

The only Freemen in the Houſe of Commons, are ſuch 
Gentlemen as know no fide but our Laws, nor eſpouſe no 
Intereſt but that of their Country ; for they are always at 
liberty to Argue Temperately, Examine Diligently, and De- 


termine Faithfully and Juſtly ; whilſt others that —_— 
ther d 


do nothing/hut'ex 


11 Marz Mien o engag d are: getat 


ther d to the Stake of a particular Intereſt, communicate 
Anger to one anothet by Contagion; and as too much 
Light dazleth the Eye · ſight; ſo their too much Heat weak - 
ens their Judgments, Heat raigneth in the Fancy, and Rea- 
ſony which is a colder Faculty of the Brain, takes more time 
to be heard, than the pther will allows. 
Wiſe Men in all Ages have laid it down as Maxim of un- 
contradicted Verity, that Men ty d ta Party, never did 
good in Parliament; ſor when this Humour raigns in tbe 
Kingdom, ſuch poop Spirited and weak Men are ſent up, as 
hi ad. themſelves and hinderBufineſs: A man 
can never find where, theyjare, or What they drive at; be- 
cauſe-yliey themſelves de not:know:whatthty! would! have. 
Parties in a State we like yeν,U gerne Eyrites, they hang 
out falſe Colours; their, pretences are tlie Publick Good, 
their ræal Buſigeſs is to adyance their private Intereſts, and to 
pollek themlves of the beſtflaces in the Governmens) wehichi 1 
fs I they bring in ſuch Shoa of the ſame Clan 
after hem, as endeavour to turn te World upſide down. 


There would be no end, if one did not ſtop till this F heme d 


had no more Matter to furniſh, I will only ſay, nothing ix 
A en ee that the Intereſt of the Nation has been 
criic'd to the Animoſities of the ſeveral: Contending Pars: 
ties; and without entring into the Diſpute which of Thiemo 
are more or leſs in the right; tis very ſure, that while theſe 3 
Oppoſite, Setts of Angry Men axe toſſing the Ball, they Will 
en e do mote hurt than their pre- 
ded. I fo the Nation vill. eder mg mehds It 20 
Men io, en :before: the People 
etl r their Council; they have ſuch a Reverſe for 
their Party, that it is not adviſable for thoſe who Chuſe 
them to depend upon their Promiſes. Exgland and tho 
whole Proteſtant Intereſt are gow at a Criſis ; poſſibly ſuch 
1 5 F an 


0 20 =, wa 
am ominous: Juncture of Affairs, big with threatning Gi! 
cumſtances, never hapen d before ſince the Reformition, and 
if- ever there was a time for "Engliſhmen and all Proteſtants - 
to Unite, and by Wiſe Councils prevent the Dangers that. 
Menace them, now. is the Critical Minute, that ſhould be 
employ'd to lay the Foundation of our future Security; and 
as it is now put into your Hands, ſo it is hop'd you Will 
make it your Care to Chuſe ſuch a Parliament as will do it: 
Qur Dangers are already too apparent, for if the 5 5 
Netherlands ſhould fall into the poſſeſſion of the - rench, 
either by that Monarch's taking his Grandſon's Dominions 
into his protection, or by the Old Trick of havin g theſe 
Countries yielded up to France for an Equivalent, the Col. 
ſequences of ſuch an Event muſt be Fatal to us, for the 
Neighbouring Countries of Jutiers Trevers and C ologn,” . 
ling 9 Tar Yoke, Holland it ſelf, being ex bos f Rigs 
ade to the formidable Power of Fete; muſt run ehe R 
of: being abſolutely ſubdued, or of being brought* 11000 
State of Vaſſallage to it; if they do 10 pr rent that Hl 
by putting themſelves under the Proteftion'of France, lr 
then we ſhall ſoon find thei Holly of all thoſe 8 "hae" 
England with a good Fleer is 1ab16 + to defend it {elf ag 17 5 
the World; but our Repreſentatives im. Parliatite: 
e a the Wea of this Pretec 75 1 Bi 5 
they exerted all their Abilities to k EET Tra — 
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rope in Exgliſß Hands, and their whole 8 05 
plainly appear, chat! as Burbpe could for be 


from Slavery, but by the effedtüuzl Afra nes Of EBA 
ſo neither cars Eli os [Py . thy... 
ane as e Toft onde 12 5. 104 £1090! 

7h 91 a; Jive oft ei i 10 „8 17991 5 


8 | | EN "Me "6 - <P 3113 1106 4) 5 0190 O07 [19613 
Ai vldct 49 $35 wer 918 fo 2tol Was Ne 


1 
- 4% 
hed 
e 4 


09613 


1 


e) 


But I know! ſome are ready to anſwer, that theſe Mi 


fortunes cannot happenif'the New King of 


Spain becomes 


a good Spaniard. This is as improbable as that he-will 
turn Proreſtant; but it is more than likely je Willland muſt 
follow the derections of Hrande, for His Titles note Id ſtrong, 
but that he wh,/ñ mide it cam as ſoon diſſolvetitꝭ if D Huf 
ſhould grow Reffiff and Unmanageable, to H LHA Add 
an Argument of the greateſt Force in the World; That a 


falſe Zeal for Religion which France blindly 
which prevails no leſs among the Bego:ted 


follows, and 
Spaniards, will © 


be a aan Motive to Unite theſe two Crowns in the ſame 
Meaſures and Intereſts, and ſet them upon the Ruin of all 
they call Hereticks; eſpecially where that gives them a Pro- 


= of carrying on the whole Trade of Europe between 
the 


m. 
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All our Hopes and Expectations of Succour, lies in the 


--—0 


Choice of a Good Parliament, a Terrible Word in France, 
as well as the Name of our renounc'd Prince, who fits at 
the Helm of Affairs: For ſuch a Parliament will never ſuffer 
us to ſit Idle, and Tamely expect our Deſtiny ; but will 


make uſe of thoſe Remegyes ave ſtill inrgeſerve againſt 
our Enemies. * * "A 1 1 
Now, to follow the common Method employ'd on this 
Occaſion, ſhould come to mention Men of particular Call- 
ings, that in the Opinion of ſome, are to be ex:Juded from 
your Choice, by virtue of the Employments they fill in the 
Government: Such are Courtiers, Officers in the Army, and 


Common Lanyers 3 but as thi 
of this Paper, which inſiſts only upon the 
Men to be Choſen, ſo I ſhall not be guilty 


Qualifications of 


of {o much ill 


Manners, as to ſuggeſt a Scandal upon Men under thoſe 
Denominations ; ſince I am of Opinion there are Men of 
ſhall conclude 

' this je» 


great Sincerity in them All, and therefore 


this Premonition, by conjuring my Country men tb Chu 

y Fearing God, Loyal to their King, Lovers of 
their Country, Sound in their Underſtandings, Juſtin their 
Deallngs, Peaceable in their 'Tempers, and Exemplary in 
their Converſation, for they will «preſerve their Claracters 
in every Employment, and do nothing that may diſhonour 
themſelves, or reflect upon the Perſons that Elected them. 


Men trul 


to wt 4 75 —_ — <p 
1 * 3 1 
. > a » > ” * U 
(229) 85 
* 8 


3 p 7 2 
995 . 
„ . - | * I 
* p 4A b 6 Y 


* 
1 
4 ; 
0 * 


þ * 

"TY i L 
# C4 — 1 

F n , 
&-*< ke 

MIV. | * , „ ; 


- . * 
1 * , 36 3 6 * 
9 1 . {1 L443 GW vo 18.8 —- 


| 1 f 
3 , 3 ? ITED 2 211 
5 APs + 00 £2.58 
5 04 . 177150 10 10900 
2 A, 11113 
2 1 = — 2 — 
| | Ori 4307-184" 


il — . — f + . . / } 

1 . 18 , 
le qe ig bas „bl £8 
28 3 BY IF 8 3 n . Fe 
T; = h 9 NN e 2 0 lo se 

| | 23:29 190; 
2 33 * 5 * 0 — i * + +- „ - * y 4 
* =. 346 {Hh 1 180 4 2 4 4 (1 4 } LJ 7 " 3564 


Ml 
\ 
" 7 » © * * « * 1 
1 | ND enen. » 


* * 6 
1 * G 
hk & 4 A 
- 
* 4122 
© + 
% 
- „ . 
8. 
* . » * 9 4 Fs # 
: . 
* 
» © - . 


Ag eas. 79904 Ji — 1 eb 20 4 


_ "tv Orr <-o ld. £ » I" de 
>. & 4 > BE 15 t PVF i 1 119499 9.41 1 k A 1 


* » * - Tz ; J , ; ' * **Y 
"=" S345 wwk w [Labs s 0 489 14 0 x 
* 


$4.40 1 f 4 Li 13% 8 — e 0 19711 AA 

* . * E a FJ Re 4 3 i * * p * 

81911 aid! 10 E 1 * l e & LOLIGTHNH ILY 1508 
. q . 


6d} got 181 Lag en 019753 ft ale. 2813 


